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Solihull 2021 Domestic 
Abuse strategy

Commissioning response Strategic Themes
 

Put domestic abuse at the top of 
everybody's agenda 

Enhance the safety of victims & the 
support they receive 

Provide support to victims 
throughout the justice process and 

an effective response to perpetrators  It is estimated 4846 local women will experience 
domestic abuse each year and 1300 children are 
living in households where it is significantly 
present. 

Domestic abuse can encompass a wide range of 
behaviours and does not always involve physical 
violence. The Power and control wheel illustrates 
common themes and experience of victims of 
domestic abuse, as well as tactics used by 
perpetrators. 
 

Strategic objectives reflected in a 2021 

commissioning plan  

Protect existing provision during the 

commissioning programme 

Victim at the centre of service delivery that 

meets their needs

Clear focus on perpetrators

Strategic, system wide approach, 

acknowledging the gendered nature

Locally led and safeguard individuals at every 

point 

2021 priorities 
 

Context

Promote awareness

Protect & support 
victims 

Transform justice 
process 

Improve 
performance 

Drive consistency and better 
performance in response to domestic 

abuse 

Vision - Solihull is a place where domestic abuse is 
unacceptable and everyone has an equal chance to live in 

safety and without fear
 
 
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 creates a statutory 
definition of domestic abuse and introduces a 
statutory duty on local authorities to be 
accountable for ensuring the needs of victims 
within 'domestic abuse safe accommodation' are 
met in a consistent way. 
 
We are also expected to be compliant with The 
National Statement of Expectations, which outlines 
the response to Violence against Women and Girls 
issues.
 
 
Understanding domestic abuse 

2019/20, 4667  incidents reported to the police, 27% increase on the 
previous year 

213 cases identified as high risk and listed at MARAC, a decrease on 
the previous year 

904  women were provided specialist community and accommodation  
based support. 1727 accessed the Helpline and a large number used 
the new web chat service (numbers unknown) 
 

90 Victims granted a main homelessness duty due to DA and domestic 
abuse was cited as a factor for 20% of approaches to Housing Options 

During 2019/20, there were 4 homicides assessed as requiring a 
Domestic Abuse Homicide Review 

36% of child social care assessments identified domestic abuse.

On-going management of COVID-19 and indirect 
consequences on victims of domestic abuse   
Undertake a Needs Assessment 
Publish new strategy
Increase domestic abuse safe accommodation 
provision 
Strengthen our offer to Children & young people as 
victims of domestic abuse 
 Strengthen our approach to those who perpetrate 
domestic abuse 
Review Sanctuary Scheme
Strengthening strategic links other forms of abuse 
Raise local awareness of the issues and engage with 
communities on design and delivery of solutions 

Domestic abuse is estimated to cost Solihull £10 
million, based on average cost of £34,015 per 
victim. In contrast support is £350 per victim. 
The local budget is £400,000, with BSOL CCG, SCH 
and OPCC commissioning additional services 

Risks 
Uncertainties around long term financial settlement
Options to access appropriate premises for safe 
accommodation
Timeframe  

 


